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“The taxpayer—that’s someone who works for the federal government but 
doesn’t have to take the civil service examination.”

—Ronald Reagan
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TAX BITES
After a year of hard work, the average man or woman is entitled to a little vacation with the family. They may 
have scrimped and saved all year to be able to spend two weeks at their favorite vacation spot. Of course, their 

-
ize is how much they are paying in taxes again.
All airline tickets are subject to a federal excise tax of 7.5 percent. In addition, there is a $2.50 surcharge to pay 

-
ture Tax, and a $5.00 Customs User Fee. Many airports are also subject to a $3 Passenger Facilities Charge, 

Air travelers are also subject to a $6.00 Immigration User Fee and a $2.00 Agricultural Inspection Fee. Conse-
quently, over 10 percent of what you pay for

airline ticket.
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TAX BITES
BREAD

In the process of production from farm to the store, the government imposes about 30 taxes on a loaf of 
bread.

These include federal income taxes, state income taxes, state and local property taxes, federal payroll 

A recent study by Price Waterhouse found that these taxes accounted for 27.2 percent of the price of a loaf 
of bread, not counting sales taxes paid by the customer.

So out of the average price of a loaf of bread of $1.09 in 1995, about 30 cents goes for taxes, plus another 
5 cents on average for sales taxes.

GAS

than for the gas.
The federal government adds an excise tax of 18.3 cents on every gallon of gas. Each state then adds an 

these taxes account for about 28 percent of what you pay for a gallon of gas at the pump.
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MEALS

by imposing extra taxes on it.  Because states and municipalities like the idea of taxing tourists, imposing taxes on 
restaurant meals has most big spenders salivating.  In major cities like Chicago, the state and local meals taxes can 
heap on up to 10.25 percent of your bill

-
tion taxes, state franchise taxes, local property taxes and any local income taxes. Altogether, these taxes can add 
another $11.18 onto an average restaurant bill of $32.32.

TAX BITES

SODA
Although most states require soda consumers to pay sales taxes averaging 6 percent nationally, a number of 

12 ounce soft drink can.
Several states also have “bottle bills” that impose an extra charge on beverage containers to punish people for 

littering.  Sure, you might get your fee back if you turn in your soda cans, but the costs of maintaining the programs 

oversight.

taxes, local property taxes and any local income taxes.

percent, or $.28 for a 75 cent can of soda.
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TAX BITES
TIRES

To pay your taxes, you need to work. To get to work, you need to keep your clunker working. To keep it work-

taxes when you buy those tires.
Consumers, of course, must pay sales tax on the tires, averaging about 5 percent. They must also pay an ad-

ditional tax averaging about 1 percent to pay for tire disposal.
Out of what the consumer pays for tires, the producer must pay federal income taxes, state income taxes, 

local income taxes.
Altogether, these taxes consume about 30 percent of what the consumer pays for a tire. Counting the taxes 

in taxes.

CARS
Incredibly, the average family pays more in taxes today than for food, clothing and shelter combined. Indeed, 

Take the average family car, for example. Cars, of course, are subject to state and local sales tax, averaging 5 

In addition, after the purchase of a car, in most states the consumer must pay each year a personal property or 
excise tax, averaging about 3 percent of the annual value of the car. If you keep the car for 5 years, these taxes can 
amount to 10 percent of what you paid for the car.

Combined with taxes on income, payroll, unemployment insurance, inventory, dealer personal property and 
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TAX BITES

HOTEL STAYS

have to pay more taxes for a room at a hotel.

Your bill when you check out includes not only sales taxes, but also local occupancy taxes that 

hotel bill of $97.06.   

must cover costs for federal and state income taxes, federal payroll taxes, sales taxes, capital 

taxes and fees, utility taxes, local property taxes, and any local income taxes. The hotel must 
also pay federal and state excise taxes on its telephones. These taxes add another $33.58 to 
the average cost of a hotel room.  

Nearly half of the cost of a hotel room, or as much as 50 percent, pays for taxes. For an aver-
-

ment.
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TAX BITES
ELECTRICITY

love to impose taxes on it. In addition to sales taxes, states impose gas import taxes or other surcharges on 
your bill. As a result, on average 11.2 percent of what you pay for your electric power bill goes to state govern-
ments for these taxes alone.

-
maining funds you pay for the utility, roughly another $266 per year on average goes for taxes as well.

Consequently, about one-fourth of what you pay for your electric bill goes to the government in taxes rather 
than for the electricity.

$50 billion per year on taxes paid through your electric bill alone.
(Note: If the Senate were to ratify the proposed Global Warming Treaty advocated by former Vice President AI 

LANDLINE PHONES

cable digital voice services. Recently the Beacon Hill Institute of Massachusetts surveyed 59 US cities and 
came up with average taxes paid for a wide variety of telecommunications services.  

However, what the Beacon Hill study does not take into account are costs for federal income taxes, state 
-

erty taxes and any local income taxes. Altogether, these taxes dial up the actual “bite” to $25.55 for a landline 
phone.  

When added to the taxes and fees paid directly by the consumer, a total of 51.8 percent of a traditional 
phone bill actually pays for government taxes and fees.
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TAX BITES
Firearms

Whether for sport or self-protection, 
many citizens jump through bureaucratic 

they can pull the trigger, the government 

All gun sales are subject to a federal ex-
cise tax of up to 11 percent paid directly by 
the consumer in addition to the state and lo-

are imposed on the manufacturer, the true 
amount of the price of a gun that pays for 
taxes must account for federal income taxes, 
state income taxes, federal payroll taxes, 
unemployment insurance taxes, workmen’s 
compensation taxes, local property taxes 
and any local income taxes, which are paid 

On the average cost of a gallon of gas, 51% is taxes

Individual Income Tax Capital Gains Tax Corporate En-

Crude and Product Customs Ad Valorem User Fee 
Airport and Airway Trust Fund Tax Harbor Maintenance 

Trust Fund Tax Highway Trust Fund Tax Aquatic Re-
-

land Waterways Trust Fund Tax Heavy Truck and Trailer 
Tax Excise Tax on Tires Federal Telephone Excise Taxes

STATE TAXES: Corporate Income Taxes Individual 
Income Taxes Franchise Taxes Unemployment Taxes 
Sales and Use Taxes Motor Fuel Excise Taxes Sales 
Taxes on Motor Fuels Fuel Use Taxes Superfund Taxes 

Property Taxes Real Property Taxes Pipeline Through-

Throughput Taxes Conservation Taxes Telephone Excise 
Taxes Environmental Impact Taxes Public Highway Use 
Taxes Heavy Truck Highway Use Taxes
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TAX BITES
Distilled Spirits

 Another target of the “sin tax”- loving 
legislators is distilled spirits. Taxes on 
distilled spirits are among the highest 
taxes imposed on any product. Nearly 
80 percent of what you pay for a bottle 
goes to the government in taxes rather 
than for the liquor. At an average price 

spirits, this amounts to the government 

register. 

the average cost of a 750 ml bottle, or 
about 16 percent of the $13.10. Then the 
median state excise taxes add another 
$3.75 to the same bottle. And because 
distilled spirits producers must pay 
federal and state income taxes, federal 
payroll taxes, property taxes and other 
taxes, these costs are passed on to 
consumers. These taxes tack on another 

distilled spirits.
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TAX BITES
CELLULAR PHONES

voice services. Recently the Beacon Hill Institute of Massachusetts surveyed 59 US cities and came up with aver-
age taxes paid for a wide variety of telecommunications services.

According to their study, consumers pay 11.78 percent of their average monthly wireless bill to the government.  

However, what the Beacon Hill study does not take into account are costs for federal income taxes, state income 

and any local income taxes. Altogether, these taxes dial up the actual “bite” to  $23.19 for a wireless phone.  

pays for government taxes and fees.
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“The more we remove penalties for being a bum, 
the more bumism is going to blossom.”

 

intelli gent decisions. We sent you to represent 
us.”

-
 

“President Clinton had a bill, e-i-e-i-o. And in that 
bill was lots of pork, e-i-e-i-o.”

“I have orders to be awakened at any time in the 

cabinet meeting.”
-Ronald Reagan 

worse.”

“Is the country still here?” -Calvin Coolidge, waking 
from a nap

blocking Clinton’s
health-care reforms 

-
ous?”

presidential ambitions 

could go one way or another.”  

activity 

“Welcome to President Clinton, Mrs. Clinton, and my 
fellow astronauts.”
-

POLI-TALKS
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It’s a Weird, Weird World!

TERRORIST VOGUE

and more than a dozen other charges stemming from a 20-year killing spree.
“After two decades of evading the law, he was arrested in a Sudanese hospital while undergoing liposuction and a 
tummy tuck.” —San Francisco Chronicle

presented with a tiddlywink, which doctors had removed from her nose.

-Encyclopedia Brown’s Book of Strange Facts 
THE POSTMAN RINGS MORE THAN TWICE

He succeeded-she married the mailman who delivered the letters to her.” Weird News and Strange Stories
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WORD ORIGINS

Origin: “In Anglo-Saxon England, a house had very wide overhanging eaves ... to allow rain to drip 
eavesdrop, provided a place 

of Word 
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TAX BITES
Car Rentals 
As part of the trend toward exporting a state or local tax burden, car rental taxes are increasingly popular 
with lawmakers concerned about taxing their voting constituents.  Although studies have shown that more 
than half of cars are rented by local consumers, the notion that taxing rental cars is taxing tourists is perva-
sive on the state and local level.  In fact, the number of car rental excise taxes has nearly doubled in the last 

the cost of renting a car.  When taking into account taxes including federal and state income taxes, fed-

license taxes and fees, utility taxes, local property taxes, and any local income taxes, the total cost rises to 
60.6 percent of the bill.

fees.
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WORD ORIGINS

SNOB

birth added after their names the phrase sine nobilitate 
Diction-

ary of Word and Phrase Origins, V0l. III
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Larger sizes available

46

PROUD DISTRIBUTOR OF 
800-725-3787 brtmarine.com

PO3LA, PO3LB
SELF-PRIMING PUMPS SOLIDS HANDLING UNIVERSAL DRIVE

INC.



BYRNE, RICE AND  TURNER504 525 7137 D-365

FAMILIAR PHRASES

Meaning: To win by an enormous margin.
Origin: If a racehorse jockey is so far ahead of the competition that there is no danger he will be passed 

Origin: In the Middle Ages, bakers who sold loaves of bread that were lighter than the legal weight were sub-
jected to harsh penalties. To prevent being accused of cheating on the weight, bakers would often give away 
an extra loaf with every dozen.
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